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DRESS REGULATIONS FOR OFFICERS 
OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE 


SECTION I 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 


1. Authorized Patterns to be adhered to.—A.C.O. is forbidden to introduce, or sanction 
the use of, any unauthorized deviation from the sealed patterns of dress, badges or accoutrements. 


2. Officer to provide Kit.—An officer will be required to be in possession of the compulsory 
articles of kit as laid down in appendix I. He will be required to maintain his kit in good order 
and to the scale laid down, at his own expense, and to equip himself with any additional articles 
ordered to be worn. Flying clothing and other equipment classed as service issues are not required 
to be maintained at his own expense. 


3. Conformity to Sealed Patterns.—Sealed patterns of garments, materials, buttons, lace, 
badges of rank, special badges and devices are deposited at the Air Ministry for reference and 
guidance. When obtaining uniform and equipment, officers should make sure, by personal com- 
parison if necessary, that articles according to sealed pattern are being supplied. To obviate 
variations and irregularities in the quality and shade of blue cloths used for the making of officers’ 
uniforms, books of patterns of correct materials are available at certain centrally situated stations ; : 
particulars are available at headquarters of commands. 


4. Kit for Officers in the Field.—The scales of kit to be taken by officers on service in the 
field are set out in appendix I, table D. 


5. Unauthorized Emblems.—No unauthorized ornament or emblem will be worn on uniform. 
An officer when not on duty may, however, wear the national flower or emblem in the headdress 
on St. George’s Day (Rose), St. Andrew’s Day (Thistle), St. David’s Day (Leek) and St. Patrick’s 
Day (Shamrock), according to nationality, and the poppy on Remembrance Day. 


6. Scarves and Fur Collars.—(i) An officer is forbidden to wear a scarf of any description 
with uniform, except while in the air. 
(i1) The wearing of fur collars with greatcoats or waterproofs of any description is prohibited. 


7. Trinkets, etc., forbidden.—In uniform, watch chains and trinkets will not be worn in 
such a manner as to be seen. This also applies to cardigans and similar garments when worn with 
service dress uniform. Tie pins may not be worn. 


8. Canes.—Canes or sticks of any description will not be carried by officers when in uniform. 
9. Mourning .—(i) Court mourning will not be observed by the Royal Air Force except as 
follows :— 


(a) Officers will not attend balls or dances in uniform during a period of Court mourning. At 
units at home, if permission is desired in special circumstances to relax this restriction, 
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application will be made by the A.O.C. concerned to the Air Ministry, when His Majesty’s 
pleasure will be taken. At units abroad the A.O.C. concerned will submit the application 
direct to His Majesty’s chief representative. 

(6) Officers will wear a black crape band 3} inches wide round the left arm midway between 
the elbow and the shoulder when attending a Court function. 


(1) In the event of service mourning being ordered, special instructions will be issued regarding 
its application and duration. 


(111) When attending, in uniform, funerals or memorial services connected therewith, officers will 
wear a mourning band of black crape, 3} inches wide, round the left arm midway between the elbow 
and the shoulder. Mourning bands will not be worn at other memorial services or at ceremonies 
such as the unveiling of memorials and the celebration of Remembrance Day. 


(iv) An officer in private mourning may, when in uniform, wear a mourning band as described 
above but no other mark of mourning is to be worn. Mourning will not, however, be worn at 
Court unless the Court is in mourning. 


10. Uniform at Fancy Dress Balls.—An officer is forbidden to wear air force uniform of 
any pattern, or date, at fancy dress balls or dances. 


11. Public Clothing .—An officer will not wear public clothing except when authorized on 
duty. 


12. Flying Badge, Observer’s Badge and Air Gunner’s Badge—when to be Worn.— 
(1) An officer will not wear the flying badge, observer’s badge or air gunner’s badge until authority 
for him to do so has been granted in accordance with K.R. and A.C.I., paras. 811, 812 or 817, or as 
prescribed in A.M.Os. from time to time. 


(ii) Officers who qualified as pilots or observers in the Royal Air Force prior to the introduction 
of the conditions laid down in K.R. and A.C.I., paras. 811, 812 or 817, or who qualified under 
regulations in force from time to time in the Royal Flying Corps or the Royal Naval Air Service, 
may wear the flying badge or observer’s badge, as the case may be, provided that the qualification 
appears in the official records of officers held by the Air Ministry, or of airmen held by the Officer 
i/c Records. Any cases of doubt should be referred to the Air Ministry or the Officer i/c Records 
aS appropriate. 


(11) The flying badge, observer’s badge or air gunner’s badge will be worn by those officers duly 
authorized to wear it with all descriptions of air force uniform. 


(iv) When qualified as pilots, officers seconded or reseconded from the Army will wear the 
flying badge with all descriptions of uniform. On return to the Army officers who qualified as 
pilots in the Royal Air Force, or who qualified under regulations in force from time to time in the 
Royal Flying Corps or the Royal Naval Air Service may continue to wear the badge with all types 
of military uniform, provided that the qualification appears in official records held by the Air 
Ministry. In no circumstances will the flying badge be worn with any pattern of naval or marine 
uniform. 


(v) The flying badge, observer’s badge or air gunner’s badge will not be regarded as the equiva- 
lent of a regimental badge and will not be worn except as authorized by these or other regulations © 
of the Air Council. 


13. Auxiliary Air Force and R.A.F. Volunteer Reserve.—Uniform is to be of the pattern 
laid down for officers of the Royal Air Force. Badges are to be the same as those for the Royal 
Air Force, with the addition of distinguishing letters as indicated in paras. 35 and 36. 


14, Leave from Abroad—Uniform.—aAn officer proceeding on leave from abroad will be in 
possession of uniform for use in the event of his being detailed for duty while on leave, or on board 
ship. 
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15. Wearing Uniform in Foreign Countries.—(i) An officer while travelling in a foreign 
country in amity with His Majesty (except when actually on R.A.F. duty in an allied country in 
time of war) will not wear uniform without having obtained the permission of His Majesty’s repre- 
sentative in that country ; such permission will be granted only when he is employed on duty or 
attending Court or state ceremonies to which he has been invited. Permission to wear uniform 
at foreign manceuvres can be obtained only from the Air Ministry. 


(ii) An officer serving with a unit, or taking passage, in one of H.M. ships, will conform to 
Admiralty regulations as to the wearing of uniform ashore in foreign ports. 


16. Uniform to be Worn while under Active Service Conditions.—(i) Field service dress 
will be worn on all occasions except that officers on leave and at their stations may be permitted 
to wear plain clothes for the purpose of sports and athletic exercises for which a special dress is 
necessary. 

(ii) The service dress cap may be used by officers in lieu of the field service cap, at the option 
of the wearer. 


(iii) Full dress, mess dress and mess undress will not be worn on any occasion except by officers 
(other than officers of the R.A.F. Volunteer Reserve) posted to India, who will include mess dress 
and mess undress in their kit. 


17. Wearing of Uniform on Board Ship.—Uniform will be worn by officers on embarkation ; 
relaxation of this rule will be approved only in exceptional circumstances. 


18. Removal of Head-dress.—In a civil court an officer will remove his cap while the judge 
or magistrate is present, except when the officer is on duty under arms with an escort inside the 
court. 


19. Retired Officers.—(i) Officers on the retired and reserve lists, and ex-officers who have 
been permitted to retain their rank under the provisions of K.R. and A.C.I., chapter XLI, section 
VII, may wear the uniform of their rank on special occasions, when attending ceremonials and 
entertainments of a service nature and on occasions of ceremony when the wearing of uniform 
would appear to be appropriate. The order of dress worn, however, must be that which is appro- 
priate to the occasion. 


(ii) Except as provided in sub-para. (i) above, officers on the retired list will wear the uniform 
of their rank only when so ordered by the Air Ministry. 


20. Reserve Officers.—Officers on the reserve list, except while on probation, may, in normal 
circumstances, be required to wear the uniform of their rank and branch when carrying out their 
periodical training and when employed on an official duty which would necessitate the wearing of 
uniform by an officer on the active list if he were similarly engaged. Reserve officers who, in time 
of war, remain in civil employment are not permitted, while so employed, to wear uniform without 
the special sanction of the Air Ministry. 


21. Auxiliary Air Force Officers.—(i) Officers of the Auxiliary Air Force are required to 
provide themselves with service dress and aes as laid down in A.P. 968. (Regulations for 
the Auxiliary Air Force.) 

(11) Regular officers doing duty with tiie Auxiliary Air Force will wear the uniform prescribed 
for wear by Royal Air Force officers. 


22. Officers’ Camp Kit.—As soon as an officer other than a chaplain becomes entitled to a 
free issue of camp kit, such issue is to be made in accordance with the instructions contained in 
K.R. and A.C.I., para. 2572 and in A.M.O., A.373/39. 


23. Outfit Allowance—Entitlement.—Regulations as to outfit allowance are contained in 
K.R. and A.C.I., paras. 3336-8 and in A.M.Os. published from time to time. 
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234. Prepayment Isaues to Officers.—(i) Articles of clothing of .airmen’s pattern, also 
necessaries, may be issued to officers on. prepayment, provided the quantities required are not in 
excess of their personal needs. Officers serving in commands overseas may a be permitted 
to take up on prepayment barathea of warrant officers’ pattern for making up service dress uniforms, 
the quantities being limited to their individual requirements. _ 


(ii) Payinent “an Pe res by the officer, by cash or cheque, to the accountant pon of the 
unit. 

(iii) The prices weiss will be the same as those for the time baie: in force for similar i issues 
to airmen. 


” (iv) Except as provided i in sub-paras. (i) and (v), an officer will not be permitted to take up 
on n prepayment — 
(a) Material and clothing of officers’ or warrant officers’ cloth or pattern. 


_(b) Public clothing, including civilian clothing for discharged airmen, flying clothing and 
: working clothing. 


: (v) In emergency, tropical clothing—including jackets of warrant officers’ pattern—may be 
issued to officers on prepayment under special Air Ministry authority. 


24. Public Clothing for Officers.—(i) The articles of public clothing specified in A.P. 830 
may be issued, where necessary, to an officer for his personal use. 


(ii) When any such article of public clothing is issued for the personal use of an officer, it will 
remain on his personal charge and will be taken with him on change of station, except that the 
articles mentioned at (a) and (b) below will be returned to store prior to embarkation and brought 
on ledger charge :— 

(a) Public clothing held on charge in excess of the authorized scale for an officer proceeding 

to India. 

©) The suit, aviation, on charge of an officer proceeding to Aden. If an officer requires the 

- use of a suit while serving in Aden it will be issued to him on loan from store. 


(iii) When an officer dies, or retires, or for any other reason ceases to belong to the active list, 
or is placed on half-pay, or is seconded, the public clothing in his possession will be withdrawn and 
returned to store. If it is found that any article is missing or damaged otherwise than by fair 
wear and tear, the amount of the loss or damage will be assessed and charged against him if it can 
be shown that such loss or damage was attributable to him. 


(iv) An officer of the general duties branch up to and including the rank of wing commander, 
who is fit for any flying duties, will be in possession of a complete set of flying clothing. He may, 
however, provide himself with articles of private flying clothing in lieu of similar articles of service 
pattern if he prefers to do so and if his C.O. considers the private articles satisfactory. Ifa claim 
for compensation is made in respect of sucli private flying clothing the amount of compensation 
will not exceed the actual cost of the articles or the vocabulary price of the corresponding items of 
service pattern whichever is the less. 


25. Compensation for Losses.—Regulations as to compensation in respect of the loss of 
service kit and equipment are contained in K.R. and A.C.I., chapter XXXIII. 


26. Carriage of Kit in Aircraft.—The scale of kit allowed to as carried in aircraft is dealt 
with in K.R. and A.C.I., para. 734. 


SECTION II 


ORDERS OF DRESS 


31. Orders of Dress.—The following schedule gives particulars of the orders of dress sanctioned 
for use by officers under active service conditions. Full dress, mess dress and mess undress will 
not be worn on any occasion except by officers (other than officers of the R.A.F. Volunteer Reserve) 
posted to India, who will include mess dress and mess undress in their kit. Numbers are allocated 
to the orders of dress for ease of reference. Descriptions of the items of dress are given in 


section ITI. 


No. and type of Dress 


No. 5A Field Service Dress 
(Home). 


No. 6A Field Service Dress 
(Tropical). 


Details 


Cap, field service (or Cap, service dress, in lieu during the 
period of the war). 
Greatcoat or raincoat. 
Blue jacket. 
,, trousers. 
,, shirt. 
,, collar. 
Black tie. 
» socks. 
Shoes (or Ankle boots). 
Brown gloves. 
Ribbons of orders, decorations and medals. 
Helmet or cap, S.D. or cap, field service, as may be 
ordered by the air or other officer commanding. 
Drill jacket. 
,, trousers. 
Bush shirt. 
Black tie. 
» socks, 


Shorts (alternative to drill trousers). 

Stockings (alternative to socks, when shorts are worn). 
Ribbons of orders, decorations and medals. 

(No gloves.) 


(Note.—In tropical and sub-tropical climates, the dates on which No. 5A and No. 6A Dress is 
to be taken into use will be determined by the air or other officer commanding, who will also specify 
which of the alternative items is to be worn from time to time.) 
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SECTION III 


DETAILS OF DRESS AND UNIFORM 


32. Armlets. (i) Provost Marshal, Royal Atr Force.—Cloth, 34 inches wide, consisting of 
alternate bands of black, red and black. Black letters ‘‘ P.M.’”’ ? inch in height on centre band, sur- 
mounted by eagle in gilt metal and gold embroidered crown. Worn on right arm above the elbow 
with service dress, including the great coat when that article is worn. 

(ii) Asststant Provost Marshals, Royal Air Force.—As in (i) above, except that the letters 
“‘ A.P.M.” are substituted for “‘ P.M.” 


(iii) Duty Ptlot—Duck, cotton, black, 3? inches wide and 19} inches long overall, with 2-inch 
letters “ D.P.’’ in scarlet cloth centrally placed ; attached by means of a black japanned buckle 
secured to the armlet by means of a chape; tapered at one end to form a strap 4 inches long by 
1 inch wide. Worn on right arm above the elbow with service dress as may be ordered. 

(iv) Orderly Officer —As above but with letters ‘‘ 0.0.” 


(v) Embarkation Staff.—Red cloth, 3? inches wide, with eagle and crown in gilding metal on 
centre. 


(vi) Intelligence Staff.—Light blue cloth, 3} inches wide and 16 inches long, with 14-inch letters 
“‘ 1.C.”” embroidered in green silk centrally placed ; secured by means of press fasteners. (Issued 
under the instructions of the Director of Intelligence.) 


33. Badges of Rank. (Plates 1 and 2.)—(i) The principal indication of rank is the rows of 
black and blue braid on the sleeves of service dress jackets (home pattern). Rank is similarly 
indicated on the shoulder straps of greatcoats, service dress jackets (tropical) and suits, combination. 
Badges of rank for officers of the Auxiliary Air Force and the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 
are the same as those for the Royal Air Force. 


(ii) Ranks are indicated as follows :— 


For Atr Officers.—A band of 2-inch braid round the sleeve, with rows of ;3-inch braid above the 
band, according to rank, namely :— 


For— 
Marshals of the Royal Air Force - ae ... 4 rows. 
Air chief marshals ing ads wee >) wee )~=6 FOWS. 
Air marshals te _ aed sat Sa ... 2 TOws. 
Air vice-marshals a wae ve ~ ... lL row. 
Air commodore ... oa Sie 25 ay ... (22-inch band only). 


For Officers below Aty Rank.—Rows of braid round the sleeve, according to rank, namely :— 
For— 


Wing commanders”), 8 fof Pinch braid 
of ;%-inch braid 
with a row of 

Squadron leaders... __... ae it a Pe ae Sock braid i 
tween. 

Flight heutenants =e au is ne eS Je ap \ ; ; 

Flying officers... -_ ... Llrow of Ye-inch braid. 


Pilot officers and acting ‘pilot officers .. es .. I ,, of }-inch braid. 
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(iii) The positioning and spacing of rank braid is as follows :— 


On Sleeves.—On the sleeves of the service dress jacket (home pattern) the centre of the braid 
(t.¢., the middle point of a line drawn from the upper edge of the top row to the lower edge of the 
bottom row) is to be 33 inches from the edge of the cuff, the space between successive rows or bands 
being #4; inch. In cases where one row or band is worn, the centre of the row or band is to be 33 
inches from the edge of the cuff. 


On Shoulder Siraps.—On the shoulder straps of the greatcoat, service dress jacket (tropical 
pattern) and combination suits or other approved type of overall garment, full width braid is used. 
The space between rows or bands is to be ;/4z inch for officers of air rank and 3 inch for officers below 
air rank, the first row or band being 4 inch from the bottom of the shoulder strap. In the case of 
marshals of the Royal Air Force, however, the lower edge of the band of braid is to be contiguous 
with the bottom of the shoulder strap and there is to be no space between successive rows. Shoulder 
straps are of the same material as that of the garment. 


34. Badges. Cap Badge, Service Dress. (Plate 3.)—(a) Officers of air rank—Wreath of laurels 
surmounted by Lion and Crown, all in gold embroidery. Eagle in gilt metal superimposed, 
showing the eagle flying to the wearer’s left. 


(6) For officers below air rank—Eagle, as above, in gilt metal above entwined laurel leaves of 
gold embroidery ; the whole surmounted by a crown of gold embroidery. 


(ii) Cap Badge, Field Service. (Plate 4.)—An eagle and crown in gilt metal for officers of all 
ranks, showing the eagle flying from front to rear. The badge is to be worn on the left side of the 
cap, the centre of the eagle being 24 inches from the front edge of the body of the cap and the com- 
plete badge situated centrally between the top of the cap and the top edge of the flap. The distance 
between the centre of the crown and the centre of the eagle is to be $ inch. 


(iii) Cap Badge (Chaplains), Service Dress. (Plate 3.)—A Maltese cross in black metal with 
wings of gilt metal, the letters “ R.A.F.” surrounded by a wreath superimposed over the centre of 
the cross, the whole surmounted by a crown in gold embroidery. 

(iv) Collar Badge (Medical Officers), Service Dress (Home and Tropical). (Plate 5.)—Winged 
Caduceus of Mercury badge surmounted by a crown made in “ all gilt.” The bottom of the badge 
is to be one inch above the inner end of the step opening. The staff of the badge to be parallel to 
the inside (rolled) edge and midway between that and the outside edge of the collar. 


(v) Collar Badge (Dental Officers), Service Dress (Home and Tropical). (Plate 5.)—All-gilt badge 
consisting of laurel wreath with the letters ‘‘ D.B.’’ placed therein and flanked on each side by wimgs. 
The bottom of the badge is to be one inch above the inner end of the step opening and midway 
between the inside (rolled) edge and outside edge of the collar. The long axis of the badge is to be 
horizontal. 


(vi) Collar Badge (Chaplains) Service Dress (Home and Tropical). (Plate 5.)—A Maltese cross 
in black metal with wings of gilt metal, the letters ‘“‘ R.A.F.” surrounded by a wreath superimposed 
over the centre of the cross. 

The centre of the bottom of the badge is to be one inch above the inner end of the step opening 
of the jacket collar and the badge is to be in such a position that the upright of the cross is parallel 
to the inside (rolled) edge and midway between that and the outside of the collar. 


(vii) Flying Badge. (Plate 5.)—To be worn when entitled in accordance with para. 12. It is 
to be worn on the left breast ; with tropical uniform the badge should be detachable. 

The badge is in the form of wings, 44 inches in width, of drab silk embroidery with monogram 
“ RAF ” of drab silk in centre surrounded by laurel wreath of brown silk and surmounted by crown 
also of drab silk. Mounted on dark blue Melton cloth. 

If no ribbons of orders, decorations or medals are worn, the bottom line of the badge is to be 
immediately above the top line of the left breast pocket of the jacket, the middle of the badge being 
directly above the button. 
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When ribbons are worn, the bottom line of the badge is to be placed a quarter of an inch above 
the row, or top row, of ribbons, which are to be centred over the left breast pocket of the jacket, 
the middle of the badge being immediately above the centre of the row, or top row, of ribbons. 


(vil) Honorary Chaplain to the King. (Plate 6.)—Royal Cypher and Crown within an oval 
wreath in bronze ; the full size badge to be worn by R.A.F. Honorary Chaplains to the King, when 
conducting religious services, on the left side of the scarf under decorations, medals or medal ribbons. 
When they have vacated the appointment they may wear the full size badge if appointed to 
a bishopric or deanery, or the miniature badge if not so appointed. 


(ix) Scarf Badge (Chaplains). (Plate 6.)—Badge in red and gilt of the same pattern as the 
chaplain’s cap badge (see sub-para. (iii) above), embroidered on each end of the scarf. (See also 
para. 54.) 


(x) Observer’s Badge. (Plate 5.)—To be worn when entitled in accordance with para. 12. It is 
to be worn on the left breast ; with tropical uniform the badge should be detachable. 

The badge consists of a wing 2} inches long, and an “O” (finch by inch) of drab silk 
embroidery, mounted on dark blue Melton cloth. 

If no ribbons of orders, decorations or medals are worn, the badge is to be immediately above 
the top line of the breast pocket, the ‘‘ O ” of the badge being vertical and directly above the button. 

When ribbons are worn the lower edge of the “ O”’ of the badge is to be placed a quarter of an 
inch directly above the centre of the row, or top row, of ribbons. 


(xi) Aty Gunner's Badge. (Plate 5.)—To be worn when entitled in accordance with para. 12. 
It is to be worn on the left breast ; with tropical uniform the badge should be detachable. 

The badge consists of the letters ‘‘ A.G.” of drab silk surrounded by a laurel wreath of brown 
silk, with an outspread wing 23 inches long also of drab silk, mounted on dark blue Melton cloth. 

If no ribbons of orders, decorations or medals are worn, the badge is to be immediately above 
the top line of the breast pocket, the letters being vertical and directly above the button. 

When ribbons are worn, the badge is to be similarly placed directly above the centre of the row, 
or top row, of ribbons, with a space of a quarter of an inch between the lowest part of the badge 
and the upper edge of the nbbons. 


35. Badges for Auxiliary Air Force. (Plate 10.)—(i) Officers are to wear the letter “A” in 
gilt metal, § inch in height for jackets and 3 inch in height for greatcoats, as follows :— 


(a) Service Dress Jacket. 

Medical Officers.—3 inch below the medical badge. 

Dental O ficers.—? inch below the dental badge. 

Chaplains.—% inch above the chaplain’s badge. 

Other O fficers.—On collar of jacket one inch above inner end of step opening, midway between 
the outer edge and the inner (rolled) edge, placed in such a way that a line drawn through 
the centre of the badge is parallel to the inner (rolled) edge. 

Greatcoat. 

On the shoulder straps as follows :— 

By Flight Lieutenants and above, midway between the top and bottom edges of rank braid. 

By Flying Officers and below, with the bottom of the letter contiguous with the bottom edge 

of the rank braid. 


(11) The scarf worn by chaplains when robed as clergy at parade services is to bear on each end 
below the badge the letter “‘ A ’”’ embroidered in gold. 
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36. Badges for R.A.F. Volunteer Reserve. (Plate 10.)—Officers are to wear the letters 
“VR” in gilt metal, 3 inch in height for jackets and 3 inch in height for greatcoats in accordance 
with the directions given in para. 35 above. 


37. Boots, Ankle. (Plate 9.)—Black calf, with “Derby” front and a plain toe-cap having 
two rows of single stitching not more than ;; inch apart (not to be punched or brogued). The 
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golosh to be without seams at the middle of the sides of the foot. Nine pairs of eyelet holes ; no 
lace hooks. The sole to be of medium weight. (The provision of this item is not obligatory.) 


38. Boots, Gum.—Ordinary trade pattern. 


39. Buttons.—Buttons, of four sizes, are described in the appended table which also indicates 
the garments on which they are worn. All buttons have spun backs with fixed shanks. 


SIZE. DIAMETER _ BUTTON MAKER’S GARMENTS ON WHICH WORN. 
IN INCHES. MEASURE. 
Gilding metal, die struck, fire gilt :— 

No. 1 vo 37 lines S.D. jackets, and greatcoats. 

No. 2 43 ; 26 lines S.D. jackets (pockets), and 
shoulder straps of drill jackets. 

No. 3 3 23% lines Greatcoats (sleeves and shoulder 
straps). 


Gilding metal shell, eagle and crown mount of fire gilt :— 
No. 5 4h 22 lines Field service caps. 


40. Cap Comforter.—Brown silk or wool, similar to the pattern for airmen. 


41. Cap, Field Service. (Plate 4.)—Blue barathea cloth, with two No. 5 buttons in front. 
Badge as described in para. 34, sub-para. (ii). 
(When wearing the cap the lower button is to be in the centre of the forehead and the cap is to 
be pulled to the right until its edge is 1 inch above the centre of the right eyebrow.) 


42. Cap, Service Dress. (Plate 3.)—Blue barathea cloth. Chin-strap of black patent 
leather 3 inch wide, buttoned on two black cloth-covered buttons placed immediately behind the 
corners of the peak. The peak to droop at an angle of 45 degrees, and to be 2} inches deep in the 
middle. 

Peaks will be as follows :— 


Atr Officers.—Black patent leather with two rows of gold oak-leaf embroidery on the lower edge. 

Group Captains.—Black patent leather with one row of gold oak-leaf embroidery on the lower 
edge. ' 

Other Officers.—Plain peak of blue barathea cloth. Badges will be as described in para. 34. 


43. Collar, Service Dress. (Plate 7.)—Blue, semi-stiff pattern to match shirt, worn without 
safety pin. 


44. Deleted. 


45. Gloves.—Brown leather, with one plain brown bone button; three plain ribs on back, 
shade in accordance with approved pattern. 


46. Greatcoat. (Plate 7.)—Blue fleece cloth with swelled edge 3 inch plain seams. To reach 
to 14 inches from the ground. Double-breasted with two rows of No. 1 buttons down the front, 
five in each row; the bottom buttons are 4} inches apart, the second 53 inches, the third 7} inches, 
the fourth 83 inches, and the top buttons 8 inches apart ; those on the left side are plugged in. 
The lapels roll to the third button, and should button up to the neck with pivot collar, the top to 
meet when buttoned up. The collar is 3} inches deep at back. The two top holes are worked on 
each side and a collar tab is buttoned on the inside of the coat. Two large cross pockets with 
slightly slanting flaps at the waist in front, a ticket pocket inside right cross pocket, and a left inside 
breast pocket. Slit at back with two buttons in a fly. Two pleats are formed at back and fixed 
down 2% inches from the side seams. The belt is 2} inches wide with gilt slide buckle (no prong) 
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and is fixed on to the pleats at back. There are slits in both side seams so that the belt may be 
worn inside when the coat is buttoned up to the neck for full dress, and also a sword slit with flap 
inside. The cuffs are finished with vent 4 inches long having three No. 3 buttons and button holes. 
Coat lined shoulders and sleeves only. 

Shoulder straps are detachable with a leather strap to pass through two loops on shoulder ; 
shoulder strap and understrap are fixed by a No. 3 button with shank and a split pin. The shoulder 
straps bear rank braid as described in para. 33. (See plate 2.) Worn with open neck and 
fastened on the right by the lowest, second and third buttons. 


47. Hat, Pith. (Plate 4.)—(For officers serving in India.) Khaki puggaree as for “* Wolseley ”’ 
pattern helmet but half the length and to be in 5 folds, distance between folds 3%; inch, depth of 
puggaree at each side of hat to be 2% inch. Flash fitted as on “ Wolseley” pattern helmet. 
(See para. 48.) 


48. Helmets. (Plate 4.)—“ Wolseley ’’ pattern, cork, made with six seams, bound with buff 
leather ; projecting brim all round, 3 inches in front, 4 inches at back, 2 inches at sides, ventilated 
at the top with a zinc button covered with khaki drill of same colour ; side hooks. At the top of the 
ite a collet riveted on to a collar § inch wide to receive the button. Chin-strap of brown leather 

inch wide. 

Helmet covered with khaki drill and having an aluminium foil interlining ; khaki 3-fold puggaree 
2% inches at each side. Flash worn vertically on the left side sewn down the centre of puggaree ; 
the flash is 33 inches in height and consists of dark blue 1 inch in width, light blue 34; inch and dark 
red 1 inch, reckoned from front of helmet. 


49. Jackets, Service Dress. (Plates 7 and 8.) (i) Home Pattern.—Blue barathea cloth, 
single-breasted, cut as lounge coat to waist, loose at chest and shoulders but fitted at the waist. 
Seam down centre of back to waist belt. Skirt to the bottom edge, opening at the back from the 
bottom of the garment to the waist line ; length of skirt 13 inches for an officer 5 feet 9 inches in 
height, with a proportionate variation for any difference in height. Belt 2 inches wide, loose from 
side seams, fastened with two-pronged gilt buckle; the belt has three pairs of eyelet holes but is 
not fitted with a cloth runner for securing the loose end of the belt. Step collar, depth of opening 
about 3 inches ; no shoulder straps ; plain rounded cuffs bearing rank braid according to rank (see 
para. 33). Two cross patch breast iia with triple pointed flaps fastened with No. 2 button ; 
the pockets are 6} inches wide and 73 inches deep to top of flap, box pleat in centre 24 inches wide. 
Two expanding pockets below the waist 94 inches wide at top, 10} inches at the bottom and 8 inches 
deep to top of pocket ; flap with button hole to cover pockets, 34 inches deep and 10 inches wide, 
fastened with a No. 2 button. The tops of the pockets are sewn down in the corners in such a 
manner that on field service they can be expanded at the top. Outside ticket pocket covered by 
belt on right side. Inside on the right is a breast pocket with flap. Four No. 1 buttons down front, 
the top button being immediately below lapels, and the bottom button below belt, level with top 
of pockets. Officers of the medical, dental and chaplains branches will wear the approved collar 
badge for their respective branches. 


(ii) Tropical Pattern.—Khaki drill of the shade known as “ Spinners No. 1.” Pattern as 
described in (i) above with the exception that it has detachable khaki drill shoulder straps with 
No. 2 buttons, and cuffs of the pointed pattern, 6 inches high at the point and 2} inches at the 
fall. Rank braid is worn on the shoulder straps (see para. 33), and mo¢ on the sleeves. The belt is 
provided with a khaki drill runner for securing the loose end of the belt. Officers of the medical, 
dental and chaplains branches will wear the approved collar badge for their respective branches. 


50. Jerseys, Pull-over.—Ordinary trade pattern but of such design that no portion of it is 
visible at the opening of the roll collar when worn with the service dress jacket. 


51. Mourning Band.—Black crape 3} inches wide, worn on the left sleeve, midway between 
the elbow and the shoulder. 
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52. Pad, Shoulder.—Blue barathea cloth, fitted with hooks for attachment to jacket or great- 
coat. (For pupil officers only, when instruction in arms drill is included in the syllabus of training. ) 


53. Raincoat. (Plate 9.)—Blue gabardine of rubberized or non-rubber material as preferred. 
The coat is made in the “‘ Raglan ”’ style, single breasted with fly front ; no shoulder straps ; plain 
belt 23 inches wide with a black leather one-prong buckle. The collar has a fall of 3 inches at the 
back and is made to fasten up to the neck, if necessary, by means of a small button and fixed collar 
tab. Two side pockets and ticket pocket. The sleeves have a strap 4 inches long fastened to the 
cuff, with a small button. Ventilation holes are provided at the armpits. Vent at back 20 inches 
long. 


54. Scarf, Chaplain’s. (Plate 6.)—Black silk, 73 inches in width, with scarf badge embroidered 
at each end. (See para. 34 (viii).) 


55. Shirts.—(i) Blue, of approved shade, ordinary trade pattern. (For home pattern service 
dress. ) 


(ii) Khaki poplm, bush type, with collar attached, for wear with or without jacket. When 
worn without jacket, black and blue rank braid is to be worn on the shoulder straps, in the form of 
a removable loop secured by a drab bone button. 


56. Shoes. (Plate 9.)—(i) Black calf, Oxford pattern, with plain toe-cap having two rows of 
single stitching not more than ws inch apart (toe-caps are not to be punched or brogued). Sole to 
be of medium weight. (For service dress.) 

(ii) Canvas, ordinary trade pattern. 

. §7. Shorts. (Plate 8.)—Khaki drill, of same shade as jacket (see para. 49 (ii)), with single- 
prong buckle at front of waist. 


58. Socks.—Plain black woollen, not ribbed. 


59. Stockings.—Wool and cotton mixture of a shade to match khaki drill garments. To be 
worn with shorts. 


60. Tie (Service dress.) Plain black barathea silk, open end, fastened in a sailor’s knot. 


61. Trousers, Service Dress.—(i) Home Pattern.—Blue barathea cloth, ordinary service 
pattern, without permanent turn-ups. Plain seams. (Trousers with permanent turn-ups already 
in possession of officers may be worn until replacement becomes necessary when those of the approved 
pattern must be provided.) 


(1) Tropical Pattern.—Khaki drill of the shade known as “ Spinners No. 1,’’ ordinary service 
pattern, without permanent turn-ups. 


62. Web Equipment. (Plate 10.)—(For officers serving in units and formations overseas.) 
Blue web, comprising :— 


Belt, waist ... os des nee in three pieces. 

Brace, right .. cae ioe — without loop. 

Brace, left ... ve ai de. with loop. 

Attachments, brace ie as one for each brace. 

Holster - . aoe my specially shaped to carry revolver or 
pistol-revolver. 

Pouch, ammunition ms os specially shaped to carry revolver ammunition. 

Haversack F ‘ce in the field 

Water bottle or service in the field. 


The equipment is worn as follows :— 


(i) The belt is adjustable to suit the girth of the wearer by means of the back piece ; the side 
pieces are made in varying sizes to suit individual officers. 


12 


(u) Brace attachments are interchangeable and one is attached to each of the side pieces of the 
belt by means of the slide with movable centre bar, so as to be in line with the shoulders. 

(iii) The braces (crossed at the back, the right brace passing underneath and through the loop 
of the left brace) are inserted in the two metal fittings on top of the belt at the back, the plain 
front ends being attached to the buckles on top of the brace attachments. Any necessary adjust- 
ment is made front and rear to bring the wide part of the braces centrally on the shoulders. 

(iv) The holster is attached to the left side of the belt (by inserting the hooks on the back into the 
flat loops on the inside of the belt) directly over the brace attachment slide. 

(v) The ammunition pouch is similarly attached to the right side of the belt. 


(vi) The haversack and waterbottle are attached to the belt. 
The equipment is normally provided in three sizes, namely :— 


Small... ve pee Lk is ... 29-33 inches waist measurement. 
Medium bas a a ... 34-37 ,, 33 e 
Large S. eke : née ... 38-45 _,, “ : 


(Note-—As a temporary measure, officers are permitted to obtain on prepayment airmen’s 
pattern web equipment when it can be shown that the approved officers’ pattern equipment cannot 
be procured from trade sources.) 


DISTINCTION MARKS OF RANK ON SLEEVE PLATE 1 


Marshal of the Air Chief Marshal Air Marshal Air Vice-Marshal 
Royal Air Force 


= 


Air Commodore Group Captain Wing Commander Squadron Leader 


Flight Lieutenant Flying Officer Pilot Officer 


PLATE 2 DISTINCTION MARKS OF RANK ON SHOULDER STRAPS 
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Marshal of the Air Chief Air Marshal Air Vice-Marshal 
Royal Air Force Marshal 


Air Commodore Group Captain Wing Commander Squadron Leader 


Flight Lieutenant Flying Officer Pilot Officer 


HEAD-DRESSES AND BADGES PLATE 3 


Service Dress Cap 
Showing badge for officers below Air rank and peak for officers of ranks of Wing Commander and below. 
Officers of Air rank and Group Captain wear patent leather peaks, as illustrated below :— 


Peak for Service Dress Cap Peak for Service Dress Cap 
(Air Officers) (Group Captains) 


Se ee te te 


. s oe Toray s* 
. of ERIS EO re 
—— te ee ’ ”: _~ 
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Cap Badge for Officers of air rank Cap Badge for Officers below air rank Cap Badge for Chaplains 


PLATE 4 HEAD-DRESSES 


Field Service Cap and Badge 


Helmet with puggaree and flash 


Pith Hat with puggaree and flash 
(For India only) 


PLATE 5 


BADGES 


g Badge 


~ 


Flyin 


e 


Air Gunner's Badg 


r 


Observe 


's Badge 


Dental Officer's 


Medical Officer’s 


Collar Badge 


Collar Badge 


s Collar Badge 


Chaplain 


PLATE 6 CHAPLAINS 


Chaplain’s Scarf with Badge 


(depicting distinguishing letter ‘‘A’”’ 
for Auxiliary Air Force Chaplains) 


Full-size Badge for Honorary Miniature Badge for Honorary 
Chaplain to the King Chaplain to the King 


PLATE 7 


SERVICE DRESS (HOME) 


Greatcoat as worn with Service Dress 


Jacket 


Service Dress 


(showing badges of rank for Squadron Leader) 


ght Lieutenant) 


of rank for Flu 


Ss 


(showing badge 


TROPICAL DRESS 


PLATE 8 


oh, berets 5- ‘ 
paeeen™e™ : 
ore 
on te *? 
TTL. he 
oa oe SS 
“ee” 
“* 
“we 
++.” 
> i 
“a @ 
e an 
oO © nd 
= ph 
*’ 
2 — 
~] ae 
~ ~ 
oc “* 
ad Of ’ 
oe“ q* 
wo fx, . 
wee Se ‘ = 
2S g 
Ov he >. 
ee : 
ae ve 
ise) 
x5 Ly * - 
re | 
mw 2 * . 
) So a ’ 
Ns >. ‘ 
3°} : 
we) se * - 
a0 +” 
& » 
3 4 | 
e) hy 
— ” 
Cae). , 
~* 
tee . 
oi . 
o* 
. sort 
meee oF 
. a 
eee? 
oe >” ‘ 
sme ee. ——u® pe 
[Tks ab oe 08 FT ay eT ee ia 


pigesaay Google 


; Shorts, khaki drill 
(showing particulars of waist strap and buckle) 


PLaTéE 9 


t 


aimncoa 


Shoe 


Ankle Boot 


PLATE 10 


Web Equipment (back view) 


Web Equipment (front view) 
(less haversack and water bottle) 


(less haversack and water bottle) 


DISTINGUISHING BADGES 


RAG. VR. Auxiliary Air Force 


’ inch in height for jackets and 2 inch in height for greatcoat 
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SECTION IV 


MANNER OF WEARING 
RIBBONS OF ORDERS, DECORATIONS AND MEDALS 


71. Order in which to be Worn.—The following list shows the order in which orders, decorations 
and medals and their ribbons should be worn, but it in no way affects the precedence conferred by 
the statutes of certain orders upon the members thereof :— 

Victoria Cross. 


British Orders of Knighthood, etc. 


maces . a Sled These orders are not worn in miniature and the ribbons of the 
Order of St. Patrick orders are not worn with service dress uniform. 


Order of the Bath. 

Order of Merit (immediately after Knights Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath. This 
order is not worn in miniature, but is worn round the neck on all occasions except 
with service dress and certain orders of undress uniform.). 

Order of the Star of India. 

Order of St. Michael and St. George. 

Order of the Indian Empire. 

Order of the Crown of India. 

Royal Victorian Order (Classes I, II and III). 

Order of the British Empire (Classes I, II and III). 

Orders of the Companions of Honour (immediately after knights and dames grand cross of 
the Order of the British Empire. This order is not worn in miniature but is worn 
round the neck on all occasions except with service dress and certain orders of undress 
uniform.). 

Distinguished Service Order. 

Royal Victorian Order (Class IV). 

Order of the British Empire (Class IV). 

Imperial Service Order. 

Royal Victorian Order (Class V). 

Order of the British Empire (Class V). 


Note.—The above applies to those orders of similar grades. When the miniature or ribbon of a 
higher grade of a junior order is worn with that of a lower grade of a senior order, the higher grade 
miniature or ribbon should come first, e.g. the miniature or ribbon of a K.C.I.E. will come before 
a C.B., and a G.C.M.G. before a K.C.B. Not more than four stars of orders and not more than 
three neck badges may be worn at any one time in full dress uniform. 


Baronets’ Badge. (The badge is worn suspended round the neck by the ribbon in the same 
manner as the neck badge of an order and takes precedence immediately after the badge of 
the Order of Merit. The badge is not worn in miniature and the ribbon is not worn with 
service dress uniform.) 


Knights Bachelors’ Badge. (The badge to be worn after the star of a knight commander of the 
Order of the British Empire. It is not worn in miniature and is not worn with service dress 
uniform. ) 
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Decoraitons. 
Royal Red Cross (Class I). 
Distinguished Service Cross. 
Military Cross. 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 
Air Force Cross. 
Royal Red Cross (Class II). 


Orders given only in India. 
Order of British India. 
Indian Order of Merit (Military). (The Indian Order of Merit een and Civil) is 
distinct from the Order of Merit instituted in 1902.) 
Kaisar-i-Hind Medal. 


Order of St. John. 
Albert Medal. 


Medals for Gallantry and Distinguished Conduct. 
Medal for Distinguished Conduct in the Field. 
Conspicuous Gallantry Medal. 
Distinguished Service Medal. 
The Royal West African Frontier Force Distinguished Conduct Medal. 
The King’s African Rifles Distinguished Conduct Medal. 
Military Medal. 
Distinguished Flying Medal. 
Air Force Medal. 
Indian Distinguished Service Medal. 
Constabulary Medal (Ireland). 
Board of Trade Medal for Saving Life at Sea. 
Indian Order of Merit (Civil). (The Indian Order of Merit (Military and Civil) is distinct 
from the Order of Merit instituted in 1902.) 
Edward Medal. 
King’s Police Medal. 
Medal of the Order of the British Empire, for Gallantry. 
Indian Police Medal. 
Life Saving Medal of the Order of St. John. 


War Medals (tn order of opening dates of the campaigns for which awarded). Medals awarded 
for services during the Great War (1914-1919) should be worn in the following order :— 
1914 Star, 1914-1915 Star, British War Medal, Mercantile Marine War Medal, Victory Medal, 
Territorial Force War Medal, India General Service Medal (for operations in Afghanistan, 
1919). 


Polar Medals (tn order of date). 


Jubilee, Coronation and Durbar Medals. 
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Medal, 1887 (gold, silver and bronze). 
Queen Victoria’s Police Jubilee Medal, 1887. 
Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Medal, 1897 (gold, silver and bronze). 
Queen Victoria’s Police Jubilee Medal, 1897. 
Queen Victoria’s Commemoration Medal, 1900 (Ireland). 
King Edward’s Coronation Medal. 
King Edward’s Police Coronation Medal. 
King Edward’s Durbar Medal (gold, silver and bronze). 
King Edward’s Police Medal, 1903 (Scotland). 
King’s Visit Commemoration Medal, 1903 (Ireland). 
King George’s Coronation Medal. 
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King George’s Police Coronation Medal. 

King’s Visit Police Commemoration Medal, 1911 (Ireland). 

King George’s Durbar Medal (gold, silver and bronze). (Nofe.—King George’s Durbar 
Medal in gold can be worn in the United Kingdom by Ruling Chiefs of India only.) 

King George’s Silver Jubilee Medal. 

King George VI’s Coronation Medal. 


Efficiency and Long Service Decorations and Medals. 


Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

Naval Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

Medal for Meritorious Service. 
Indian Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (for Europeans of Indian Army). 
Indian Meritorious Service Medal (for Europeans of Indian Army). 

Royal Marine Meritorious Service Medal. 

Royal Air Force Meritorious Service Medal. | 

Royal Air Force Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

Indian Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (for Indian Army). 

The Royal West African Frontier Force Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 
The King’s African Rifles Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

Indian Meritorious Service Medal (for Indian Army). 

Volunteer Officers’ Decoration. 

Volunteer Long Service Medal. 

Volunteer Officers’ Decoration (for India and the Colonies). 

Volunteer Long Service Medal (for India and the Colonies). 

Colonial Auxiliary Forces Officers’ Decoration. 

Colonial Auxiliary Forces Long Service Medal. 

Medal for Good Shooting (Naval). 

Militia Long Service Medal. 

Imperial Yeomanry Long Service Medal. 

Territorial Decoration. 

Efficiency Decoration. 

Territorial Efficiency Medal. 

Efficiency Medal. 

Special Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

Decoration for Officers of the Royal Naval Reserve. 

Decoration for Officers of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. 

Royal Naval Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve Long Service Medal. 

Board of Trade Rocket Apparatus Volunteer Long Service Medal. 

The African Police Medal for Meritorious Service. 

Special Constabulary Medal. 

Royal Naval Auxiliary Sick Berth Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 
Royal Fleet Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

The King’s Medal (for chainpion shots in the Military Forces). 

The Colonial Police and Fire Brigades Long Service Medal. 

Royal Naval Wireless Auxiliary Reserve Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 
Union of South Africa Commemoration Medal. 


Medals belonging to Orders. 
Royal Victorian Medal (gold and silver). 
Imperial Service Medal. 
Medal of the Order of the British Empire (awarded prior to 29th December, 1922). 
Medal of the Order of the British Empire, for Meritorious Service. 
Royal Victorian Medal (bronze). 
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Service Medal of the Order of St. John. 
Badge of the Order of the League of Mercy. 
Voluntary Medical Service Medal. 


Foreign Orders (in order of date of award). 
Foreign Decorations (in order of date of award). 
Foreign Medals (1n order of date of award). 


72. Foreign Orders and Decorations and Foreign War Medals.—(i) The rules governing 
the wearing of British orders and decorations also apply to foreign orders and decorations for the 
wearing of which permission must be sought by application through the usual channels to the Air 
Ministry.* 


(ii) Foreign orders and decorations for the wearing of which private permission has been given 
will be worn with full dress, with mess dress and with evening dress (plain clothes) only on the 
occasions specified in the letter of authority. The small ribbons of such decorations will not be 
worn with undress or service dress. Miniatures of such decorations will be worn only on the 
occasions mentioned in the letter of authority when mess dress or evening dress (plain clothes) is 
worn. 


(iii) Foreign medals, other than war medals, are governed by the same rules as foreign decora- 
tions. A foreign war medal, the wearing of which has been sanctioned by His Majesty, or its 
ribbon or miniature, will be worn with all orders of dress in the same way as British medals. 


73. Manner of wearing Ribbons.—(i) The ribbons of orders, decorations and medals will be 
worn with service dress (home and tropical), the same order of arrangement being followed as that 
laid down in para. 71. (See para. 74 as to length of ribbons.) 


(ii) Knights grand cross, knights grand commanders, knights commanders and commanders 
will wear on the left breast the ribbon of a companion or member of the order or orders to which 
they belong. 


(iii) The ribbons will be sewn on the cloth of the home pattern jacket without interval and, 
when the space between the sleeve seam and the line of buttons of the jacket is insufficient to 
accommodate them in one row, they will not be made to overlap, but will be arranged in two or 
more rows, placed one immediately below the other with an interval of § inch between each row. 
When a second row of ribbons does not extend to the full length of the row above it, it will be 
arranged centrally below the row above it. A single row, or the lowest row, of ribbons will be 
placed immediately above the top line of the breast pocket of the jacket, the middle of the row or 
rows being directly above the button. 


(iv) When worn with tropical service dress, ribbons will be arranged as in sub-para. (iii) but 
will be placed on a removable bar instead of being sewn on the cloth of the jacket. 


(v) The ribbon of a decoration or medal may be assumed from the date of the official notification 
of the award. The ribbon of a decoration or medal awarded, but not yet received, will be placed 
in its proper position of precedence. (See para. 71). The initial supply of ribbon will be issued free. 


(vi) Ribbons of orders and medals, to wear which private permission has been given, will not 
be sewn on the jacket or, in tropical service dress, included on the bar. 


74, Length of Ribbons.—When ribbons without the badges of orders, decorations or medals 
are worn with service dress uniform they will be x inch in length. (See also para. 73.) 


* The regulations governing the acceptance and wearing of foreign orders, decorations and medals by persons 
in the service of the Crown are reproduced in K.R. and A.C.I., Appendix XVIII. See also Appendix ITT on page 23. 
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75. Wearing of Emblems on Ribbons denoting Bars to Decorations, etc.—The following 
emblems will be worn on the ribbons of certain decorations and medals, when these are worn with 
service dress, to denote that the wearer has been awarded a bar or bars to the original decoration :— 


Victorta Cross.—A miniature replica of the Victoria Cross. The award of a bar to the original 
decoration will be marked by the addition of a second miniature Cross worn in the centre 
of the ribbon, an additional Cross being added for each bar awarded. 


Distinguished Service Cross 
Distinguished Service Order 
Military Cross 

Distinguished Flying Cross 


At Force Cross A small silver rosette of approved pattern will be worn in 
Medal for Distinguished Con- the centre of the ribbon ; where two or more bars have 

duct in the Field been awarded to one of these decorations or medals the 
Military Medal corresponding number of rosettes will be worn. 


Distinguished Flying Medal 
Atr Force Medal 
Medal for Meritorious Service 


1914 Star.—A small silver rosette of approved pattern will be worn in the centre of the ribbon. 


76. Wearing of Emblem denoting Mention in Despatches.—An oak-leaf emblem in 
bronze will be worn on the Victory medal ribbon to denote that the wearer has been mentioned 
in despatches during the Great War. The emblem is in three sizes: the large size is attached to 
the ribbon when the medal is worn; the medium size will be attached to the small ribbon when 
the medal is not worm, transversely across the ribbon, stem to the right; the small size is used 
with the miniature medal. Additional emblems will not be worn in respect of a second or subse- 
quent mention in despatches. 


77. Ribbons of Foreign Orders, Decorations and Medals.—(i) The ribbons of foreign 
orders, decorations and medals worn with service dress will be the plain ribbon of the order, decora- 
tion or medal, as the case may be, except in the case of those foreign orders that include a rosette 
on the ribbon of the badge or insignia of the order, when a rosette will also be worn on tne small 
ribbon worn on service dress uniform. 


(ii) ‘ Semi-knots ”’ in addition to the rosette will be worn on the ribbon of the Legion of Honour 
with service dress by officers who have received the following classes of this decoration :— 


Grand Cross—Two “‘ semi-knots ” of gold ribbon. 
Grand Officer—One ‘‘ semi-knot ”’ of gold and one of silver ribbon. 
Commander—Two ‘“‘ semi-knots ” of silver ribbon. 


The gold and silver ribbons of which the ‘‘ semi-knots ”’ are made are $} inch in width. 


(ii) The ribbon of a foreign order or decoration worn with service dress will in all cases be that 
of the grade or class which most closely conforms in width to that of the British medal ribbon, 
t.€. aS nearly as possible 14 inches. 


78. Non-Military Medals.—(i) The only non-military medals awardable for acts of gallantry 
which are allowed to be worn, when in uniform, are :— 


(a) British official medals, z.e. ‘‘ The Albert Medal,’”’ ‘“‘ The Edward Medal,” “ The Board of 
Trade Medal,’ “ The Life-Saving Medal of the Order of St. John’”’ (to be worn on the 
left breast). 

(6) The medals of the Royal Humane Society, the ‘‘ Stanhope Gold Medal ” awarded by that 
body, and the medal of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (to be worn on the 
right breast) ; and 
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(c) Medals awarded on behalf of the head or government of a foreign state (to be worn on the 
left breast). 


(ii) Out of the above not more than two medals may be worn for one act of gallantry, vsz. one 
British official medal, and, if awarded, one of the medals enumerated in sub-para. (i), (5) or (c). 

(iii) In no circumstances can medals awarded by private societies, other than those mentioned 
in sub-para. (i), (b), be permitted to be worn. 

(iv) Whenever any of the medals referred to in sub-para. (i) are awarded to officers, a state- 
ment of the fact will be sent to the Air Ministry, in order that the necessary authority may be 
issued for the distinction to be worn. 


79. Unauthorized Decorations, etc.—An officer is forbidden to wear orders, decorations 
and medals, or their miniatures or ribbons, for the wearing of which authority has not been given. 
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APPENDIX I 


DETAILS OF OFFICERS’ OUTFIT 


(Referred to in para. 2) 


Details of the outfit required by officers are given in the following tables. Orders of dress are 
set out in section II, para. 31, and the details of the various items of dress and uniform are given 
in section III, paras. 32-62. 


TABLE A 


OFFICERS APPOINTED IN PEACE TO PERMANENT AND TO SHORT AND MEDIUM SERVICE Com- 
MISSIONS IN ALL BRANCHES OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE EXCEPT THE CHAPLAINS BRANCH 


(As to officers on probation, see table B) 


1. Service Dress (home pattern) .— 


Cap, service dress 

Collars, blue ds sar cee de ea i 
Gloves, brown .. er ... pair 
Greatcoat (worn with open neck ; belt worn outside) 

Jackets wie ei 

Shirts, blue = ba whe ean an oh ga bat 

Socks, black ... ss wee sais ses _ = ... pairs 
Trousers — us fg ca et a = ... pairs 
Tie, black 


2. Field Service Dress (home pattern) .— 


Cap, field service _... ia Sas ne ue 4as she l 
t Raincoat Sos ss aia i oe ae ne aus ] 


bent IND he bm DD pet pet OD ee eet eet et 


3. Mess Dress and Mess Undress (home pattern).—(Not worn on active service, except 
in India—see para. 16 (ii1).)— | | 


Jacket, mess dress coe Soe Ses sie ces bite sas I 
Waistcoat, white ; 1 
Overalls, laced (for officers of the rank of fight 1 lieutenant and 

above) ne ee sé «s .. pair 1 
Overalls, plain ... ve .. par 1 
Shoulder straps with lace rank braid (lor greatcoat) sia ... pair 1 
Gloves, white ... : or .. pair 1 
Boots, Wellington sie sii ie she see ss .. pair 1 
Tie, black a fs ee ae ve et oS l 
Shirts, white, stiff-fronted 4 
Collars, white ; 8 


ne ene | 


* Boots are optional, but if they are not provided a second pair of shoes must be held. 
_ f The provision of this item is not obligatory except in the scale laid down for active service (see Table D). 


4. Service Dress (tropical) .— 


Helmet ... ] 
Jackets ... ee os vn oe oe oe en 2 
Trousers ... ge sa ace ane a ei es .. pairs 2 
Shirts, bush aie ses 3 Ls ses ae se 3 
5. Field Service Dress ne — 
Shorts... si - ee ar ae aus sae ... pairs 2 
Stockings one Sis ate dae oe su rT .. pairs 3 
Web equipment... soe aks bos ae sis Be .. set 1 


6. Mess Dress (tropical).—(Not worn on active service, except in India—see para. 16 (iii).)— 
Jackets, white ... ee be ade fet ae ees 
Overalls, white ... a sae ae sae ae sae aie l 
Straps, shoulder ie ne _ ve igs see ... pairs | 

7. Mess Undress (tropical).—(Not worn on active service, except in India—see para. 16 


(iit).)— 


Shirts, white, soft-fronted _.... se as ds ses whe 4 
Cummerbund : ee ae wee see ase ns ] 
8. Sundries .— 
Boots, gum is sini ssf sak ve ee ve .. pair 1 
Shoes, canvas ... cae ps sie Osis sis ts .. par 1 
Braces ... she oe sie _ ha ... pair 1 
Cabin trunk or uniform ¢ case ... ; 1 
Cardigan or jersey x re 1 
Comforter cap (or muffler or scart a se ase Sa ai 1 
Handkerchiefs ... ve aie es Ses hd oF 12 
Towels a se on ae igs Ses 4 
Underclothing, winter . = os age ee oe .. sets 2 
Underclothing, summer - sity ig sae + ... sets 2 
9. Camp Kit.— (Instructions as to the issue of camp kit are contained in K.R. and A.C.L., 
para. 2572.)— | 

Blankets : 3 
Camp bed, in canvas bag 1 
Canvas basin Bs 1 
Canvas bath ... l 
Stand for basin or bath, with bag 1 
Canvas bucket . 1 
Folding canvas chair ... I 
Pillow... os 1 
Ground sheet 1 

l 


Valise, with straps and handle Be 
10. Flying Clothing .—Flying clothing will be issued on loan to officers of the general duties 


branch in accordance with details and scales which will be published from time to time in Air 
Ministry or other orders. 


11. Arms and Accoutrements.— 
-450 revolver, -455 colt pistol or -38 ene eas K.R. and A.C.L., 
para. 
Respirator, anti-gas (service issue) sei _ ee zs - oe | 
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TABLE B 


Gereexs ON RnORAE OF 


1. Service Dress (home pattern).— . » 
Jacket... — as “3 tu re ae bios ne ee? | 


Collars, blue... mtd i! he oi as Suite .. 6 
Shirts, blue sat 3 


Otherwise as laid down in table A. which will be adhered to shied sontieniatien® in vans is effected. 
2. Field Service Dress (home pattern) .—As laid down in table A. 


3. Mess Dress and Mess Undress (home pattern).—(Not worn on active service.)—As 
mer down in table A. 
4. (i) Service Dress (tropical). 
(ii) Field Service Dress (tropical). 


(ii) Mess Dress and Mess Undress (tropical) .—(Not worn on active service. ies 
Officers who are required to proceed to the East for training should provide themselves 
with such items of tropical outfit as may be specified from time to time by the Com- 
manding Officer, No. 1 Royal Air Force Depot, who will be advised by the Air Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief of the Command overseas, as necessary. The provision of any 
balance of kit to complete to the scale in table A, paras. 4-5, may be deferred until after 
arrival overseas. 


5. Sundries, Camp Kit, Flying Clothing, Arms and Accoutrements.—As laid down in 
table A. 


TABLE C 


CHAPLAINS BRANCH 
1. (i) Service Dress (home and tropical patterns). 


(ii) Field Service Dress (home and tropical patterns). 


As laid down in table A, except that a white clerical collar and black stock will be 
worn in place of the corresponding items of ordinary service dress. The chaplain’s cap 
badge and collar badge will be worn on the service dress cap and jacket respectively. 


2. Mess Dress and Mess Undress (home and tropical patterns).—(Not worn on active 
service.)—As laid down in table A, except that a black silk cassock vest, white shirt with stiff 
cuffs and white clerical collar will be substituted for the mess waistcoats (or cummerbund) and the 
ordinary evening shirt, collar and tie. The chaplain’s collar badge will be worn on the jacket. 


3. Sundries.—As laid down in table A, with the ee additions :— 


*Cassock ee des a8 ae ses seu, 
Scarf, with embroidered d badge See ae ae cae ae te ol 
Surplices ve sad See 2 


4. Camp Kit.—As laid sowie in baie A. 


TABLE D 


SCALES OF KIT APPLICABLE TO ALL OFFICERS FOR ACTIVE SERVICE PONOEnONs 
1. (i) Service Dress (home and tropical patterns). 


(i) Field Service Dress (home and tropical patterns). 
As laid down in table A but with the addition of a raincoat as a compulsory item. 


* Honorary chaplains to the King-will wear a red cassock. 
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2. Mess Dress and Mess Undress (home and tropical patterns).—These orders of dress 
are not used on active service and are not to be included in kits. (See para. 16 as to India.) 


3. Sundries.—As laid down in Table A, with the following additions :— 


Cup, enamelled, or similar type 

Holdall (for toilet eer 

Housewife ste ee Sa wii i as aut 
Knife, fork and spoon . ses a3 = ‘oe ee ... set 
Knife, clasp 

Mess tin . eas 

Torch, electric, with one refill 

Watch, luminous 


Note.—Officers who wear spectacles whens on duty, are espancibls for providive themselves 
with a pair having the approved type of flattened side-pieces which do not interfere with the 
wearing of a respirator. 


push ped ph peek peek peek peed ed 


5. Flying Clothing.—As laid down in table A. (For officers of the general duties branch 
only.) 
6. Arms and Accoutrements.— 


‘450 revolver, -455 colt pistol or -38 er ee de K.R. and 


A.C.I., para. 2566) 1 
*Ammunition (issued as necessary) 


*Respirator, anti-gas ... see =e oh es sts 1 
*Bag, ration... 1 
*Discs, identity, with ‘cords, ‘comprising one No. 4 (green) disc 

and one No. 2 (red) disc .. Sof siea _ 2 
*Dressing, field .. - oe died o see oS: re 1 


For service abroad— 
Haversack eae 
Waterbottle, with sling sis Seg ae ins ee 
Web equipment she as = = oe a ... set 


ae a 


* Issued from service sources. 


APPENDIX II 


CARE AND PRESERVATION OF UNIFORM AND OF GOLD LACE 


1. Articles of uniform liable to be moth-eaten should be unfolded at intervals and well beaten 
and brushed in the open air. Russia leather parings, powdered camphor, naphthaline, carbolized 
paper, or turpentine sprinkled on brown paper or on the garments, are good for the prevention of 
moth, and one or another of these preventatives should be placed amongst articles of uniform 
which are to be packed away for any time. 


2. Articles of uniform, before being stored, should be thoroughly dried and aired. Gold lace, 
badges and buttons must be wrapped in special gold lace paper. Care must be taken that this 
paper also is thoroughly dry and then the uniforms can be placed in a tin-lined air-tight case. 


3. Tarnished gold lace, braid, cord, badges, etc., should not be cleaned with pipe-clay or cream 
of tartar, as this tends to leave them white. At the first sign of tarnishing, the lace, etc., should 
not be brushed but rubbed over lightly with a soft chamois leather. If the tarnish does not come 
off then it should be properly cleaned by a tailor. Any silver lace, cords, etc., however, should 
be cleaned with cream of tartar and breadcrumbs in the proportion of one teaspoonful of the 
former to one pint of the latter. 


4. The following articles should not be packed in a case where uniform is kept :—Sweaters, sea- 
boot stockings, oilskins, rubber waterproofs, natural flannel garments. All of these will tarnish 
lace. 


APPENDIX III 


FOREIGN DECORATIONS IN WARTIME 


1. The King has been graciously pleased to grant a general permission for the acceptance and 
wearing without restriction of decorations and medals conferred by the Allies upon British subjects 
of whatever category for services in connection with the prosecution of the war. 


2. His Majesty has also been graciously pleased to approve that British subjects holding 
restricted permission from His Majesty to wear decorations conferred upon them in peace time by 
the Heads of States which are fighting in alliance with this country in the war now in progress, shall 
be allowed to wear such decorations (or their ribbons) without restriction while the war continues, 
in whatever capacity and locality they may be serving in His Majesty’s forces or the auxiliary 
services, or as civilian officials if actively employed in the prosecution of the war. 
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